
December 7, 2020 - Mail-in voting has been proven to be a secure election model.  Since  the 1990’s,  it has been used 

across the United States in local, state and national elections.  Mail-In Voting  or Absentee Voting is when voters submit 

their ballots via mail or by dropping them off at designated locations. Voters simply apply for and receive  a mail-in  ballot in 

the days or weeks before Election Day. Voters can still cast their ballot in person or drop their ballot off at designated 

locations.

Mail-in voting has several advantages over traditional polling. First, it is cost effective. Second, it has resulted in increased 

participation among voters. In two states where mail-in voting  was expanded significantly, Montana and Vermont, turnout 

rose by more than 10%  and more than 9% points, respectively, over the previous presidential election. Hawaii saw an 

amazing 14%  increase in voter participation.  Third, it is easier for election officials to conduct. Fourth, it allows for a more 

accurate picture of eligible voters, by keeping voting lists up-to-date. Fifth, it gives voters a longer opportunity to study the 

ballot and find answers to their questions.  

The logistics around  Mail-in voting makes the voting process secure and safe. Voter fraud is extremely rare.  States have 

protections in place to ward against fraud.  All mailed ballots must be verified to be counted. The voter's signature on the 

mail-in ballot is checked against the signature on file at the Elections Office.  This is typically the signature submitted when a 

voter registered to vote. If the signature doesn't match, the vote is set aside for further investigation.   Voters have access to 

tool(s) to  ‘track’  their mail-in ballot once mailed or dropped off.  The voter can see when their mail-in ballot is received and 

counted, or  they may contact  an elections official if they see something wrong. 

The 2020 General Election highlighted a dramatic increase in demand for mail-in ballots  with a total of  of 92.1 million 

absentee ballots (mail-in ballots) requested or sent to voters in 50 states and the District of Columbia according to the New 

York Times.    At least 65.4 million mail-in ballots were returned.   One of the encouraging outcomes of mail-in voting is voter

‘enfranchisement.  The Associated Press analysis of the early vote shows 8% of early voters had never cast a ballot before, 

and 13.8% had voted in half or fewer of previous elections for which they were eligible.

As a nation,  Mail-in Voting should be encouraged and, in some states, expanded so all voters will have access to a proven 

method  to cast their vote.
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